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. Coro'n,_a Virus is ‘the talk of the whole world’

The whole world is thinking, talking and
trembling in fear (about COVID-19).

Many around the world are sick and many
others have died (many fear death now).

Unless the situation changes dramatically
and miraculously, many more will fall ill and
die around the globe.




» This new Corona virus illness has
spread to at least 194 Countries

and Territories

* The virus has spread to virtually
every continent, except for
Antarctica, it seems.




-

* It has infected more than 5,38,000 people
and killed over 24, 000 worldwide.

* Figures are Changing Rapidly

(According to March, 27 update on
www.worldometers.info/

coronavirus/#countries and other sources)



http://www.worldometers.info/

~+ The Medical Community has known
about these viruses since the 1960s as

* SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome)

« MERS (Middle East Resplratory
Syndrome)

* COVID-19 (COrona Vlrus Disease 2019




- * At times like this how Should we

respond as the People of God?

* How should we pray?

» How should we Prepare ourselves and
people around us to face this
EPIDEMIC with confidence and

courage (keeping our Faith and hope
inview)?




o W‘hét*"\h\l‘oul"dl God have us do in the face
of this growing international health
crisis?

 How should we help a panicked world?

* How can we bring Glory to God and
help extend His kingdom even in
situations like this?




ANSWER: A JORNEY TO THE CROSS

* We are in the season of LENT- A
Journey to the Cross

A SEASON where we dwell more
upon the CROSS OF CHRIST and the

price he paid as a ra\nso\r\n for our
REDEMPTION. oy, A
Shall we/should we'not bring

Corona Virus to the Crd’f‘s{? . - F




The CROSS and CORONA VIRUS

* Christians are the People of the Cross

* For every problem, we run to the Cross
of Christ and the Christ of the Cross

* He is our ever present help in times of
Trouble

» At the foot of the Cross, wé\fmd comfort,
strength and courage to face hfe _gft__l_w_gjl -
its problems, fears, pams_agzd suffering.
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The CROSS and CORONA VIRUS

* CROSS OF CHRIST and CHRIST OF THE
CROSS constitute God’s answer to the
Problem(s) of humanity

* At the CROSS the problem of SIN and
DEATH were dealt with by %iod

* So “AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS" alone
we have healing, hope and Comfortfor

the pandemic we are facmg%TODAY{— = F

£



LET US REMEMBER ... VIA CROSS

What ever is afflicting the world now has
already afflicted Jesus on the Cross

Whatever has come to us now.... Has
come to us via the cross (He bore our
diseases - Isaiah 53) "‘ o~ St

The Cross speaks powerfully to theb""“
suffering and fearful worldsg - P



AT/ON THE CROSS

JESUS WAS ISOLATED
JESUS WAS TROUBLED

JESUS WAS QUARANTIED FROM HIS
FATHER

JESUS FACED AGONY, PAIN, SUFFRING,
THIRST, BREATHLESSNESS AND FINALTZY
JESUS SUFFERED A CRUEL AND-—
CRIMINAL DEATH ON THE GROSS ﬁ




Before we enter into a time of
CONFESSION AND INTERCESSION,
shall we ponder over the Cross of

Christ for some time?



thought:
* | could never myself believe in God
If it were not for the cross. In the

real world of pain, how could one

worship a God who was immune to
It?"”



tortored flgure on the cross, na|Is
through hands and feet, back
lacerated, limbs wrenched, brow
bleeding from thorn-pricks, mouth
dry and intolerably thirsty, and
plunged in God-forsaken darkness.
That is the God for me.




Here is a
Painting
of Jesus
carrying a
COVID-19
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VIRUS PATIENT - wrapped up in all the
flags of the COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD

OUR GOD IS NOT IMMUNE TO OUR PAIN
HE IS INVOLVED IN IT ALONG WITH US
This is the message of the Cross




Only The Wounded God Meets Us
in Our Woundedness

The other gods were strong;
but Thou wast weak; They
rode, but Thou didst stumble

to a throne; But to our
wounds only God’s
wounds speak; And not
a god has wounds, but
Thou alone.

Edward Shillito, “Jesus of the
Scars,” 1917.




In all their affliction, He was afflicted

(Isaiah 63:9)

For he does not willingly bring
affliction or grief to anyone.

(Lamentations 3:33)



Image of Blood-stained Jesus
(statue) from Sri Lanka Bomb
Blasts (Easter 2019)




For me, this appeared like a powerful visual
reminder of how JESUS is involved in our Pain
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WHAT, WHY, WHEN IS THIS...?

* What is happening in the world now?
* When is this going to stop?
 Why did God allow this on his Creation?

* Are you struggling with these
questions?

Then turn your attention to Biblical History
and Church History, and World History



PLAGUES ARE NOT NEW
IN HUMAN HISTORY

S IN T




THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT

(EXODUS 7-12)
* To Judge Pharaoh aqd tthe

i (%19
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MANASSEH

Arnon River

SIMEON THE LAND OF

CANAAN

As divided among the 12 trib




HISTORY OF PANDEMICS

PAN-DEM-IC

THROUGHOUT HISTORY, as humans
spread across the world, infectious

Antonine Plague 165

180 & Q diseases have been a constant
Plague of Justinian 541-542 30-50M

companion. Even in this modern
Japanese Smallpox Epidemic 735 era, outbreaks are nearly constant
Here are some of history's most
deadly pandemics, from the
Antonine Plague to COVID-1S.

Black Death (Bubonic Plague) 200M

1347-1351

Smallpox S6M e L

1520 &

17th Century Great Plagues

1600

18th Century Great Plagues 600K .

1700

Cholera 6 outbreak 1M
1817-1923

The Third Plague

Spanish Flu

1918-1919

Russian Flu 1™
1889-1890

Yellow Fever 100-150K
LATE 1800s

HIV/AIDS 25-35M

1981-PRESENT

Asian Flu 11M

1958

‘ ‘ Hong Kong Flu
8-1970

1968

Swine Flu
2009-2 10

% COVID-19 11.4K"

2019-MAR 20 2020 [ON-GOING




THE EPIDEMICS IN HISTORY




AN EPIDEMIC
EVERY 100
YEARS?

WE DO NOT
KNOW FULLY
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WHAT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
COMMUNITY OF GOD

THE CHURCH?




RESPONSE OF GOD’S PEOPLE ||

WITHOUT CEASING

REPENTANCE
CONFESSION
IDENTIFYING WITH THE SINS OFPEOPLE
HUMBLING BEFORE GOD {




TURNING TO THE WORD OF THE 1\
LORD |jAYed

« FOR CORRECTION

e FORDIRECTION

 FOR PROTECTION

 FOR PROVISION

* FOR HEALING

* FOR COMFORT AND HOPE_

 FOR INTERCESSION

* FOR SUPPLICATIQf
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OF THE LORD WITH ANCA

WITHOUT CEASING

LET US APPROACH THE TH ‘QJ,E'LE 5}

ADORATION
CONFESSION
THANKS GIVING
SUPPLICATION &% o =
(INTERCESSIOnSIIS <. -

e



. ADORA
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1. ADORATION

sssssssss

g
~~~~~~~~~~~
SIS IS TSI

and he holds the whole
world in His hands

. H|s Judgments are rlght
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now he has promlsed

“Once more | will

shake not only the

earth but also the
avens.” | \/
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is, created things—so that
what cannot be shaken
may remain.
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2. CONFESSION
CRY OUT...... POUR OUT




2. CONFESSION

* Surely the arm of the LORD is not too
short to save, nor his ear too dull to
hear.

2 But your iniquities have separated
you from your God;

your sins have hidden his face from you,
so that he will not hear.




3. CONFESSION

SHALL WE CONFESS ... (identifying
with others like Nehemiah did!!!)

YNAL SINS

_ SINS OF THE WORLD
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' ZECHARIAH 12: 10-14

-« 10“And | will pour out on the house
of David and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem a spirit of grace and
supplication. They will look on me,
the one they have pierced, and
they will mourn for him as one
mourns for an only child, and
grieve bitterly for him as one
grieves for a firstborn son.
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8" ZECHARIAH 12:10-14

. 110n that day the
weeping in Jerusalem will
be as great as the weeping
of Hadad Rimmon in the
plain of Megiddo.




- » 12The land will mourn, each clan by

itself, with their wives by
. themselves: the clan of the house of
~  David and their wives, the clan of
the house of Nathan and their




o 13the clan of the house of Levi
and their wives, the clan of

. Shimei and their wives, **and all
. the rest of the clans and their




FESS THE SINS OF INDIA

LET ug‘

IDOLATORY
CORRUPTION
SEXEﬁLIMMORAj.I
CASTEISM

INJUSTI

-
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_wSJ.N S OF THE INDIAN CHURCH
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GO INTO
ALL THE WORLD

PREACH THE



3. THANKSGIVI

Enter His gates
thanksgiving and His courts with

/9 w/(/d/e/.

Psalm 100:4




3. THANKSGIVING

<

| —

S FOR ALL THE TIMES




3. THANKSGIVING

<

. The life He hwgg_;gu& S
—etheEtermafLi FeHe has. blesseckbS s

h%ec& S -(-jﬁ-ﬂll orc

St e RO et

s The*Word "ofGOD to sustain,
strengthen and to encourage us




3. THANKSGIVING
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3. THANKSGIVING
* THANK THE LORDIFOR...
* OUR NATIONAL £ ND STATE LEADERS (PM
_and all the. CMS, MINISTERS, - e

g dlﬂ'qs |vh &

v uT hurch Leaders (Pastors, Mento
_ Preachers an ‘_; chers of God’s Wor

- -
- -
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3. THANKSGIVING

INSTEAD O

(Especially in our generation)
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4. INTERCESSION i DR

* The Lord is near. ¢ Do not be
anxious about anything, but in

<™
every situation, Myer and

petition, with than@'ﬁf‘hg,




4. INTERCESSION i RN

wrrHon CEAQNG

- 7 And the peace of God, which
transcends all "
understanding, will guard

N
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~ Ephesians 6:13

"« 13Therefore put on the full armor
of God, so that when the day of
evil comes, you may be able to
stand your ground, and after

you have done everything,
to stand.




13 And pray in the Spirit on all
s of prayers and




" WA - THIS IS A GLOBAL CRISIS
~ 4R - WE ARE GOING THROUGH A
g DR VERY HUGE CHALLENGE
\ &/ | * AFTER THE WORLD WARS |
o 4 ANDII
- 1 + (PERHAPS) WE ARE IN THE
MOST CHALLENGING TIMES




T g " - :r.‘.‘\m"fW""?“Mﬁ'-‘."- b Ly % — ST TR L YT ST —

10 Most affected Countries wnth

h_ghest number of COVID-19 cases

R R

. CHINA

ITALY
USA
SPAIN

GERMANY

6. IRAN

7. FRANCE

8. SWITZERLAND
9. S. KOREA

10. UK




According to www.worldometers.info/

Over 5, 30, 000 are effected by today

~_ (Figures are changing Every hour)

Pray for people who are in isolation
Pray for people who are quarantined



http://www.worldometers.info/

-¢ Pray for the People who are Hospitalized

.. * Pray for the People who are in Critical Care
* Pray for those who are in ICU

. * Pray for their families and their care givers
w1




&

* AMONG YOUR ACQUAINTENSES IF ANYONE IS
SUFFERING FROM COVID-19 PLEASE PRAY FOR
THEM SPECIFICALLY ... that

. They will not be discouraged

F s

¢ They will find hope and strength in the Lord
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Countries with Confirmed
COVID-19 Cases
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INDIA-LOCK DOWN

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi
declared a lock down of India for 21-
days (from 24" midnight)

* As Indiais Locked Down, let us slow
down and shut down in our prayer
rooms and fight the battle on our

knees (discharging our priestly duty) &



INDIA-LOCK DOWN

PM MODI ASKED THE PEOPLE TO PRAY....

For the people who are putting their
lives at risk in the line of duty. Docters,
nurses, paramedics patholo'

affected
CMs are doing the sg



INDIA-LOCK DOWN

If the virus isn't controlled in these 21-
days, India will go back by 21 years.

| appeal with folded hands t «you
please don't get out of youthomes
during lock down." pam “""»z
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PRAY FOR INDIA

* INFECTED-724
* RECOVERED-67
* DEATHS - 17

(INDIA COVID-19 TRACKERJB® =
» Figures are Changing P
*** AS OF MARCH 2jf*"

R e S -



PRAY FOR THE MOST EF
STATES:

1. MAHARASTRA
2. KERALA

3. KARNATAKA
4. TELANGANA
5. GUJARATH




PRAY FOR THE MOST EFE
STATES:

6. RAJASTHAN
7. UTTAR PRADESH
8. HARYANA
9. PUNJAB
10. DELHI



PRAY FOR THE CITIZENS .

* Pray that people will follow the laws
and save themselves and others,

* That social distance may be
maintained to break the ch




Pray for...

* The poor and the needy who depend on their

daily wages that the government, the Church,
and the rich might meet their needs,




Pray for... .

* The elderly who are at a higher risk,

* Those with other health problems who are
also more susceptible,

 The medicine and vaccine to be developed

soon,

* All the needed masks, ventilators,
equipment to be made available,



Pray for...

The police and military personnel that
they might enforce law and order and
be protected,

The Media that they might give a




Pray for...

The Government and political leaders that
they might be able to do their duty sincerely,

The Government officials and NGO leaders
to do all that they could do to help ‘h
difficulty situation,

The UNO and WHO officj
have a very crucial rolé*e
this (and even the world leaders)

s AT




Pray for...

 The FAMILIES, that they might spend this
time meaningfully together and they might
find ways and means to draw closer to each
other (and God especially),

* Those who work from home and wo
home as well that they might not filnesi
stressful, ”



Pray for...

* The ECONOMY of the country and for the
financial institutions of the country that the
situation might be managed well,

* The rich and well to do people anc
businesses to help the country to gass over
thIS crisis (by generously contrlbut gtoth

,,,,,,
AL N



Pray for...

 The CHURCH in India to rise up in a united
way to show in practical and tangible ways
the love of God to their neighbors,

* The Church Pastors and Leaders t
might know how to keep the flockgwell-f
and informed as there are no gath&ings-of
the churches, b




. 2 Chronicles 7:14

If my people, who are called by my
name, il ntole i ss and pray
and sy e and turn from their

W|cked ways then | will hear from
heaven, and | will forgive their sin and

will heal their land.
, .3

R



LEADERS OF THE NATIONS[, |

It’s a strange situation that each

Nation is concentratmg o]
their Internal Challenges

THINK ABQ@TOTHE :‘U ,,\"if’)NTRIES



LEADERS OF THE NATIONS

PRAY FOR GLOBAL LEADERSHIP TO HELP
OTHER SMALL AND POOR NATIONS

u;IG THE

WORLD LEADERS ARE FI 3



LEADERS OF THEUNO [’K ]

WITHOUT G?ASING

Pray for Director Gegeical -WHO to play
his critical role in this Global Health
Crisis b

72X\, World | ;J alth /, - ialth
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UNO- SECRETARY GENERAL PK&\
Antonio Guterres P

TO GIVE THE NEEDED LEAASER‘ISHIP AT A CRISIS TIME LIKE THIS
WITH MANY ISSUES ... NATIONS CLOSING THEIR BOARDS (for
example)
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PRAY FORUSA ... === 'K
wrrﬁo&foéMg

 Corona virus cases- 82, 414
 Deaths- 1178 =
* NY being the worst hit P
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PRAY FOR - == DR
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WITHOUT CEASING

5588 new cases and 49 new deaths in the
United States (26") - tally grew over 10, 000
cases in less than five hours (27*" March)

e 23% of the US Population is or

red to "stay

at home" after governors in Galifornia (40
million residents), New York State (20

million), Ilinois (13 million),.&
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Natlonal Day of Prayer - March 15, 2020
ANN Prayed a Prayer of Natlogzll‘eonfessmn

(https://www.annegrahamlgtZprg/2020/03/1

4/national-day-of-prayer-

Pray that the Nation wilki
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PRAY FORUSA ... iie== "R ]"
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* The most affected states....

* NEW YORK
* NEW JERSY
* CALIFORNIA

* WASHINGTON
* MICHIGAN

* ILLINOIS

* FLORIDA

* LOUSIANA

* GEORGIA
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WIIHOUT CEAQNG

* "The numbers are higher in New York
because it started here first, it has a lot of
international travelers and has high glensity

home
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WITHOUT CEASING

PRAY FOR AMERIC

 "We've procured about 7,000 ventilators. We
need, as a minimum, other 30,000
ventilators. This is a critical and despgrate
need for ventilators. We need t@n in 14 days.
Fema is sending 400 ventilatg ly. Federal
action is needed to address t *through

X | L fi‘ ;#7 «5{?3 —~ -
https://www.wordORIeters: ‘é‘ T /c

ountry/us/
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CALIFORNIA

California: Governor Gavin Newson orders the
state’s 40 million residents to “stay at home.”
The order is “open ended.”

Modeling predicts that 56% of 1€ sta&e S
population will be infected oger
8 weeks. Only essential busi
allowed to remain Q@@
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PRAY FOR AMERICA ;i m— i* I AN

* Connecticut issues a "stay at home" order for

its 3.5 million. -4
* Texas declared a public healtlr er for
the first time in more than 1 rs.
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PRAY FOR AMERICA ——

* lllinois: Governor Pritzker issues an
immediate "stay at home" order for all
residents "to avoid the loss of potentlally tens
of thousands of lives”

* Pennsylvania: Governor Wol
businesses that aren’t ‘life-sUst: mmg to
close |
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Pray for } residenté Dogal@siramp j
HE IS NOWABLE TO PLAY.THE ROLEOF |G:B‘Rﬁ?l.
AT A TIME LIK THIS BECASE OF THE GE INTERNAL

CHALLENGE - TR —




PRAY FOR ITALY

* Corona virus Cases: 80,539
 Deaths: 8,165
 Recovered: 8,326

e PRAISE GOD FOR.... 15% de
18% decline in new deaths :
pA0p10)

*~

-

INn Nnew cases an
'Wsi;erday (24-3

S


https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/us/

PRAY FOR ITALY

* "We expect to see the first effects of the stringent
lockdown measures adopted on March 11 after
2-3 weeks, so the coming week will b'e absolutely
crucial in this sense: we expect o finally see
a sign of trend reversal," saiq co Locatelli,
President of the Health Coundilig »
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Fe0ronaVirus/countr

https://www.worldo
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PRAY FOR SPAIN

* Corona virus Cases: 56,188
e Deaths: 4,000
 Recovered: Over 3,794




PRAY FOR GERMANY

 Corona virus Cases: 47,278
e Deaths: 280
* Recovered: 3,290




PRAY FOR IRAN

* Corona virus Cases: 32,323
 Deaths: 2,378 "
* Recovered: 8,913




PRAY FOR FRANCE

* Corona virus Cases: 29,155
 Deaths: 1,696
 Recovered: 3,281




PRAY FOR CHAINA

* Corona virus Cases: 81,285
* Deaths: 3,287
 Recovered: 74,051
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WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD




CHURCH IN THE 21+t
CENTURY IS LIKE ...

The Frontier
People Groups
Part9

The Incomplete
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CHURCH IN THE 21+t
CENTURY IS LIKE...
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CHURCH IN THE 21+t
CENTURY IS LIKE...




CHURCH IN THE 21+t
CENTURY IS LIKE...



Visible and invisi’b’le Realities_‘?' -

* “A very important blbllcal prmuple
Everything visible and phy5|cal IS
preceded by somethmg mvnsuble and
spiritual. e S R e e
* So if you want to deal W|th the physncal,%if_'-f"“
visible problem you must identify the - -
invisible, spiritual cause.” Put another
way, “If what you see is all you see you 7%
do not see all there is to be seeng




Wake-upcall
* One of the ways Ged sp.eaks |s through
allowing mrcumstances mtﬂ Gur Iw_es

and into our world that are .no't : .

pleasant and dlsturbmg & i
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.~~ ....' Fa l, LSRR T - 27 '_. s <o’
¥ . S 5 - .:, :'i \. ;
g .’ -fq." ‘
*

* He allows those circ umstances
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LET US REMEMBER...

* Worrying about COVID-19 will
only increase trouble

change our
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HOW THEN SHOULD WE LIVE?

* Corrie ten Boom, led courageously
in the face of the Nazi fascism—a
different form of dead_lyvirus!.

e remlnds “Worry doesn’t
/ / " ,,
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HOW THEN SHOULD WE LIVE?

* Rather than worrying and being
anxious, Jesus calls us to respond
with prayer and faith in him (Matt.
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HOW THEN SHOULD WE LIVE?

* In times of crisis, the world
heeds steady people who are




HOW THEN SHOULD WE LIVE?

Throughout history, Christians
have often stood out because
they were W|II|ng tw)1el the
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HOW THEN SHOULD WE LIVE?

* This is a good time for Christians to
demonstrate sanity, peace, and
hope, recognizing that our Ilves do
not d@pend on the e Y
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HOW THEN SHOULD WE LIVE?

* Finally, as you watch the world react to this
crisis—itself a stark reminder of our

mortality—don’t neglect to share the hope

you have in Jesus (1 Pet. 3:15) Share how he
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rescued you from the unive rsal epidemic
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2077 ya/ r hope is no found in remaining
healthy thls side of heaven, but on “all

ending well in the end’ and in the One who

is our ever present (and never absent) help.



1 Peter 5: 10-11

» 10 And the God of all grace, who called
you to his eternal glory in Christ, after
you have suffered a little whileswill
himself restore you and ée you
strong, firm and steadfas '

* 1170 him be the power.f
ever. Amen.



1 Thessalonians 5: 23-24

* > May God himself, the
peace, sanctify you through and
through. May your whole spirit, «
soul and body be ke rgs;;;lall_,am[e‘gss at

the coming of our Lord JesuB.Christ.

* 24 The one who calls you isus
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REJOICE THE LORD IS COMING SOON!



- AMEN : :
« COME LORD JESUS ~Bo"

+ THE GRACE OF THE] @RD JEsus 2

* AMEN., *;‘ "
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http://www.hitha.org/

